
 
   
  
 
 

611 5th Street SW 
Willmar  MN  56201 
(P) 320-231-8510 
(F) 320-231-8504 
www.willmar.k12.mn.us 
 

                                                                                                                                   
Serving the Communities of Blomkest, Kandiyohi, Pennock, & Willmar 

Inspiring and preparing all learners for their future in our community and our world                        
                    

 

Greetings, 
 
We have officially opened our new elementary school.  Lakeland Elementary is the newest building in the 
Willmar Public School District.  This 103,000 square foot elementary school is now operating.  We had 
541 students enrolled on the first day, January 2, 2018.  The building is designed to educate Pre-K 
through fifth-grade students.  Lakeland Elementary School, located at 1001 Lakeland Drive, is a beautiful 
building, which is designed to encourage collaboration among students and staff.  The construction of 
Lakeland Elementary was the largest project associated with a May 2015 bond referendum.  Thanks to 
the support of Willmar Public School District’s residents, we have a modern educational facility.  It will 
serve generations to come, and Lakeland can be a source of pride for the community as well as the 
school system.  The addition of Lakeland Elementary has already had a positive impact on Kennedy and  
Roosevelt Elementary Schools, in the form of alleviating crowding issues.  
 
Other projects associated with the 2015 referendum included 8 new science classrooms and the 
enclosure of the courtyard at Willmar Middle School.  Construction work at Willmar Middle School was 
completed in the middle of the 2016-2017 school year.  The science rooms are designed to incorporate 
the use of technology into science instruction.  There are numerous interactive technology features in the 
Middle School science rooms.  We have been utilizing the new Middle School spaces for about a year.   
Like the design of Lakeland, the spaces at the Middle School were designed to enhance learning through 
collaborative work.  We feel there have been significant benefits to our Middle School students since 
these improvements were completed. 
 
There are new athletic and fitness facilities at Willmar Senior High School, which are also the result of 
the 2015 bond referendum.  Willmar Senior High now can host gymnastics events, rather than having 
these events at Kennedy Elementary School, as happened in the past.  The fitness center and auxiliary 
gym provide modern spaces for physical education, as well as extracurricular activities.   There were also 
significant upgrades and improvements to the theater at the Senior High School, which was recently, 
renamed the Brau Performing Arts Center, in honor of retired music teacher Terry Brau and his family.  
  
We have also been catching up on deferred maintenance items, such as roofs, in a number of our 
existing facilities.  The final stages of referendum-related projects will involve remodeling work at 
Kennedy Elementary, Roosevelt Elementary, and Willmar Senior High School.  These projects are 
expected to be completed in the summer of 2018. 
 
On behalf of current and future students, staff, and parents; I would like to express gratitude for the 
opportunity to upgrade and expand learning spaces.  The investment residents have made in 
modernizing our school facilities is a tremendous benefit to the entire community.  We can be proud that 
we can educate our students in safe, modern, and attractive facilities.  Thank you! 
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